Parent Teacher Conferences:

The Cornerstone of School-Home Relations 
The parent-teacher conference may be the most critical, but at times awkward, ritual in the school year.  It is recognized as a key measure of parental involvement.

“Yet, in practice, these conferences can be ill-defined encounters whose very high-pressure design – bringing together a child’s two most powerful daily influences for sometimes super-brief meetings about academic and social progress – make them a volatile element in home-school relations.  For schools, parent-teacher conferences can be a nightmare to organize and may leave teachers spinning after hours of quick encounters. For parents, sessions can feel more like speed dating than team-building and may encourage snap judgments.” Laura Pappano, Harvard Education Letter, Vol. 23, No. 4

Given the weight that parents and teachers place on these once- or twice-a-year get-togethers, schools can ensure that parent-teacher conferences are effective and productive by considering the content and process developed by the Iowa PIRC and now used in several schools.

Face-to-face communications are much more effective than written communications, newsletters and emails.  The process included in this document provides specific methods to develop a collaborative conferencing process with parents to discuss strengths and growth areas about their children’s education

The content and process used in this document have proven to be highly effective for K-12 teachers and for parents.  Data was collected from 52 teachers who field-tested all of the elements from notification/preparation through goal setting and action planning by the parent and the teacher.  Overwhelming the ratings were at a 4 and 5 level (on a 5-point scale), and in one high school the average ratings was 4.81 or 96.3% satisfaction.  This process is effective and productive.
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Please feel free to utilize this resource (link provided below) in your district or building. If you have questions or want further information about this resource please contact Tracey Adamowski – children1st@mchsi.com.

Iowa PIRC’s Engaging Parents as Partners in Their Children’s Education: Suggestions for Preparing, Conducting, and Reflecting on Parent Teacher Conferences (http://www.iowaparents.org/files/toolkit/Engaging_Parents_as_Partners_in_Their_Childrens_Education.pdf)

