Common community goals to support children as learners have a positive impact on student learning. 
Based on information by Weiss, Heather B. in  “from the Director’s Desk,” The Evaluation Exchange, Spring 2005 (vol. XI, no. 1)  www.hfrp.org/complementary-learning/publications-resources  
1. 
“Decades of research show that Complementary learning supports—including high quality early childhood education, family support, family involvement at home and in school, and after school programs—can be effective in promoting children’s learning and contributing to school success.

2.
Complementary learning supports “in the same old ways—piecemeal, in silos, disconnected from each other and from schools—will not achieve the goal of making sure children are successful both when they first enter school and after they’re finished with school.

3.
Non-school supports need to be:


-
In place and accessible to all children;


-
Linked and aligned with each other and with schools to maximize their effectiveness in leveling the playing field for children.

From Commission on Children at Risk. Hardwired to connect: a scientific case for authoritative communities, 2003.

www.amaericanvalues.org/html/hardwired.html 

1. Rising rates of mental problems and emotional distress in American children and youth is impacted by a loss of two kinds of connectedness: close connections to other people and deep connections to moral and spiritual meaning.

2. Authoritative communities are groups of people committed to one another over time and pass on what it means to be a good person and live a good life.

3. Authoritative communities have the following characteristics:


a.
Warm and nurturing;


b.
Establishes clear limits and expectations;


c.
Multi-generational;


d.
Reflects and transmits a shared understanding of what it means to be a good person.

