Family/School/Community partnerships have a positive impact on student learning.
Based on the research findings of “A New Wave of Evidence: The Impact of School, Family, and Community Connections on Student Achievement.” (National Center for Family and Community Connections with Schools, 2002)

 www.sedl.org/connections/ 

1. Parent and community involvement that is linked to student learning has a greater effect on achievement than more general forms of involvement. To be effective, the form of involvement should be focused on improving achievement and be designed to engage families and students in developing specific knowledge and skills.

2. Programs that successfully connect with families and community invite involvement, are welcoming, and address specific differences.

3. Effective programs that engage families and community embrace a philosophy of partnership. The responsibility for children’s educational development is a collaborative enterprise among parents, school staff, and community members.

4. Organized initiatives to build both parent and community leadership to improve low performing schools are developing in low-income urban areas and the rural South. These community-organizing efforts use strategies that are aimed at establishing the power base to hold schools and school districts accountable for low student achievement. They have contributed to changes in policy, resources, personnel, school culture, and educational programs.

5. Students who report feeling support both from home and school do better in school:

a. At school, parents learn how to engage their children in learning at home, get help if their children are struggling, and form a constructive relationship with teachers.

b. At home, parents guide their children toward postsecondary education, make sure they do their homework, and stress the value of education They also steer children away from risky behavior, help them maintain positive attitudes, and support them through problems at school.

Based on Redding, Sam. Parents and Learning. International Academy of Education Educational Practices Series #2, n.d. www.ibe.unesco.org/publications/EducationalPracticesSeriesPdf/prac02e.pdf
1. Parents who participate in opportunities to learn more about how to help their kids at home to be more prepared for reading, math, and science strengthen their kids’ ability to learn at higher levels in school.

2. Discussing with other parents how to support and help your kids at home can result in a larger community of support for all kids.
3. Kids benefit when the adults around them share basic values about child rearing, communicate with one another, and give them consistent guidance and support.
